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CAMILO BLANCO 
Statement 

HON DAN CADDY (North Metropolitan) [6.31 pm]: I rise tonight to offer some reflection on things that have 
been said in this place recently, and to provide some perspective and clarity. Last night, Hon Neil Thomson reflected 
on a trip to Port Hedland and made some extremely good points. I agree wholeheartedly with him that the vaccination 
rates in the Pilbara are frightfully low. Thankfully, the McGowan government is doing everything in its power to 
get those vaccination rates up to where they need to be. He then reflected on homelessness and I think all members 
recognise the real challenge that homelessness presents in not only the Pilbara, but also the regions, the city and right 
across the state. Hon Pierre Yang has spoken many times in this place on homelessness. He is passionate about it 
and is incredibly well informed. 
Where the honourable member, in my opinion, went off the rails was in trying to polish the reputation of one of his 
good friends. Hon Donna Faragher, for whom I have immense respect, has on more than one occasion showed her 
displeasure in the chamber with those who attempt, in her words, a rewriting of history. Therefore, let us now delve 
into the character of this member of the Liberal Party whose history has actively been rewritten by his self-proclaimed 
good friend Hon Neil Thomson. Members, I am referring, of course, to Camilo Blanco. 
The mere mention of his name within these walls last night brought forth interjections of disapproval from many 
members in this chamber. In response to this, Hon Neil Thomson shot back with — 

… I think people should reflect on the words they say. 
I certainly hope the honourable member is reflecting on his decision to stand in this place and closely associate 
himself with that man. I say this not because Camilo Blanco is a failed Liberal candidate, not because he failed 
spectacularly at his first run for the Town of Port Hedland Council, not even because he was such a disastrously 
incompetent mayor that he was sacked by the state government—no, member; it goes deeper than this. It goes to 
the character of the man. 

This is a man who could not compete either intellectually or morally with then Mayor of Port Hedland, Miss Kelly 
Howlett. He took to making videos dressed up as her. He mocked her for her policy work. He mocked the way she 
spoke and, most abhorrently, he mocked her appearance. For the record, for this chamber, on several occasions I dealt 
with Mayor Howlett during her tenure as mayor. She was intelligent, she was engaging and she was effective. But 
let me go back to the treatment she received at the hands of Milo. I remind members that this was done in a video 
format and posted on YouTube by the honourable member’s good friend. 

Hon Neil Thomson: When he was a member of the Labor Party — 

Hon DAN CADDY: I am glad you brought that up, member. He was a member of the Labor Party and we expelled 
him—we got rid of him — 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon Neil Thomson interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon DAN CADDY: So this was all known to you. 

Hon Neil Thomson interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon DAN CADDY: This was all known to you before you allowed him to be a member and before you preselected him. 

The PRESIDENT: Hon Dan Caddy, order! 

Hon Neil Thomson: Five years! 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

When the President calls order, I expect order to prevail over the chamber, including ceasing all interactions. 
I understand that this is a heated topic and I expect the debate to be carried out in a civil manner. Hon Dan Caddy. 

Hon DAN CADDY: Thank you, President. 

In this video, your good friend, member, dresses as Mayor Howlett in a clown outfit, then dresses her in a Bob Marley 
outfit and insinuates drug use, and also refers to the deputy mayor at the time as “Deputy Dog”. Member, I could 
have gone into far more detail. I could have used direct quotes from this, but out of respect and decency towards those 
in the video that it seeks to mock, ridicule and intimidate, I will not. What is even more distressing here is that 
despite this well-known side to this man’s personality—as the member’s interjection pointed out, he was a member 
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of our party and we got rid of him as soon as we knew—despite his contempt for women, he was preselected by 
the Liberal Party. This is not a rewriting of history; this, President, is fact. This goes to the rotting core of the once 
proud Liberal Party—a party now controlled by misogynistic powerbrokers who see no issue with pre-selecting 
this sort of person. 

I give credit to the Nationals WA members; they would not have him. He tried. He handed out cards for Brendon Grylls 
and did everything he could, but the National Party would not have him. But I guess, on reflection, alongside some 
of the 2021 candidates that the Liberal Party chose, he probably looked pretty normal. But this is a man of no 
substance, no character and who possesses no moral compass whatsoever. Keep preselecting him because, I tell 
members, Kevin Michel will eventually retire from old age as the member for Pilbara. But as a party, when you fail 
to see the folly of your ways, when you refuse to call out these powerbrokers who are systematically destroying your 
party, when you have new members in this place—I will give the new member the benefit of the doubt, because 
I am pretty sure if the member was aware of his history, the member may not have made the comments he made—
and when, as a party, the Liberal Party, this is where you draw your line in the sand and decide that individuals like 
this are appropriate for preselection, you are truly lost. 

Statement 

HON NEIL THOMSON (Mining and Pastoral) [6.37 pm]: I think a little moderation in some of the comments 
that were made is worthy because I do need to clarify a couple of factors. In stating that Camilo Blanco was my 
friend, there is no way that I endorse the actions of the video. I ask that people reflect for a moment, as I would 
like to put my position because certain things have been said. I will just clarify a couple of facts. First, that video was 
made in 2012 when Camilo Blanco was a member of the Labor Party. He was not dismissed from the Labor Party 
until he handed out how-to-vote cards for Brendon Grylls in 2017. Therefore, as far as I am aware, this was not 
the reason for his dismissal. I assume that the Labor Party would have given him some counsel at the time, and I am 
certainly not going to divulge any discussions that I have had with Milo. People come with a certain history and I, 
for one, would offer my advice to people when I feel they are doing inappropriate things. But one thing I do judge 
Camilo Blanco on is his tireless advocacy for homeless people and that is why I call him my friend. It was a comment 
made in the sense of what he is: he is a good friend and an advocate for the people of Port Hedland. I understand 
the outrage and attempts to attack Milo, because he has been constantly challenging the Labor Party’s inaction in 
Port Hedland. I understand it, but we have to look at the history. In 2012, there were some unacceptable actions. 
In 2017, he was still a member of the Labor Party and eventually became, in his own words, disgruntled or tired with 
the inaction of the Labor Party in relation to the servicing of Port Hedland. He felt that the vision being offered by 
the then member for Pilbara, Brendon Grylls, was a much better vision. People reflect and grow. I will always be 
somebody to reach out to as someone grows and reflects on themselves. 

We spoke recently to an elderly homeless person and I shared in this place how good it was that she had been offered 
a home. Yesterday, she went to that home, but she was abused and racially vilified and felt so unsafe that she chose 
not to take the home. This is what the action of a Labor-led government does to people over 65 in relation to this 
matter—to a strong supporter of the Labor Party. It sent her a letter telling her that she has now been taken off the 
priority waitlist. She is off the waitlist! That person sleeps on the street tonight and all we get is a moralisation from 
this member, without even thinking of the facts! 

Hon Sue Ellery: You need to calm down. 

Hon NEIL THOMSON: You ask why I am upset. It is because of the situation — 

Hon Sue Ellery: No, I said you need to calm down. 

Hon NEIL THOMSON: — and the lack of respect for the situation. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon NEIL THOMSON: I will stand by a person who goes out to advocate for somebody who is homeless, 
vulnerable and has been racially vilified. I will stand by that person. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon NEIL THOMSON: I will stand by that person because I judge a person on their actions today. I would support 
this government if it took action and dealt with the situation that I raised instead of moralising about somebody who 
was a member of the Labor Party. Instead of the Labor Party moralising about its inaction for several years, it should 
actually deal with the situation on the ground and solve the problem by providing this person a home. Then I would 
not have to get to my feet and raise these very important issues . I will leave it there, members. 
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